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THE RESOURCES AGENCY OF CALIFORNIA
Department of Fish and Game

STREAM SURVEY FILE FORM NO......ccooveuennnnnnnns
Date September 17, 1969
NAME....ANDERSON CREEK......cccccrivrvnervneeennanensneneneeennnemmmienienenenns s e COUNTY i MENDOCINO..............
STREAM SECTION...Entire...FROM....Headwaters...TO.... Confluence with Robinson Creek.....LENGTH...8mi....
TRIBUTARY TO......... SOUTH FORK NAVARRO RIVER. .. ....ccvuiiiiiieinnnenn Twp.....14N....R.14W...Sec...19..........
OTHER NAMES........ NONE KNOWN.......veevnineiniineenieereieniennenee s RIVER SYSTEM L e
SOURCESOFDATA........o v Personal ODSEIVALION..........c.vi it e
EXTENT OF OBSERVATION: Anderson Creek was surveyed June 25, 1969.  The entire
B e Namear aaver | sUrvey was done on foot by Jim Michaels and Jim Thompson......... Time: approximately
Etc. LOCATION 10 hOUrS.
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LOCATION AND RELATION TO OTHER WATERS: Anderson Creek is an important
tributary to So. Fork Navarro River both for its contribution of flow during the summer
and for its steelhead spawning and nursery habitat.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

WATERSHED: The headwaters of Anderson Creek are located in a narrow steep-sided
canyon which gradually widens to form Anderson Valley.

VEGETATION: Vegetation is primarily of oaks, bays, maples, alders, grassands.
IMMEDIATE DRAINAGE BASIN: Drainage for the section of stream surveyed is
approximately 6 sg. mi. The Basin begins as a steep-sided V-shaped canyon which
gradually opens into the long narrow Anderson Valley. Direction of flow isfrom the
southeast to northwest. Type of channel varies from incised in the canyon area to lense-
shaped in the valley. Streamside vegetation included bays, oaks, alders, maples, cattails,
rushes, willows. Overall abundance was common.

ALTITUDE: Altitude ranged from about 2300 ft. above sealevel at the headwaters to
about 300 ft. above sealevel at the confluence with Robinson Creek.

GRADIENT: Overal gradient was moderate and ranged from steep in the headwaters to
sluggish in the valley section (250 ft. per mile).

WIDTH: Pools - 5 - 30 ft. average 8 ft.

Riffles- 2 - 15 ft. average 6 ft.
DEPTH: Range 1" to 8 average 1.5 ft.

Riffles- 2" - 1' average 8 inches.

Pools- 1'to 8' - average 3.5 ft.

FLOW: At confluence of Bald Mill Creek (upstream) approximately 0.2 c.f.s. At confluence of Soda Creek
(downstream) approximately 5 c.f.s.

VELOCITY: Velocity of Anderson Creek was rapid.

BOTTOM: Over -dl range - bouldersto silt.

Pools - boulders and sand or silt.

Riffles - coarse rubble to fine gravel. Composition by percent - mud 2 - 3%, clay 2 - 3%, silt 5 - 10%,
detritus 2 - 3%, hardpan less than 1%, sand 5%, coarse gravel 15%, fine gravel 5 - 10%, fine rubble 15%, coarse
rubble 10%, boulders 20%.

SPAWNING AREAS: Spawning areas were primarily loose gravel; and were limited (see map).

POOLS: Most pools were found in conjunction with boulders and short drops or logs,
Size: Width - 5 - 30 ft., average 8 ft.

Depth - 1 - 8 ft., average 3vit.
Length - 6 - 45 ft., average 12 ft

Pools were generally deep and short with good shelter provided by rocks. Pool to riffle ratio - 40% pools,
60% riffle (approximately).
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Ander son Creek - 2 - Sept enber 17, 1969

SHELTER: Mbst shelter available was in the form of rocks. Vegetation cover was
approximately 30 - 40%

BARRI ERS: All barriers are plotted on the attached map. A total of 5 natura
barriers and 3 artificial barriers were present on the main stream A separate
report on the tributaries will be filed. Three earthen dans for sumer diversion
were present. Four barriers (boul der and gravel) of various heights were observed
and 1 potential log barrier. The 4' barrier |located % nile downstream from
confluence of Jimry Creek may lint some upstreammigration. The log jamplotted
% mle upstream from confluence of Jinmy Creek is a potential barrier. The 10 ft.
and 6 ft. falls appearing downstream from confluence of Bald MII| Creek appear

to be conplete barriers to upstreamfish passage. |In a pool below the 20 ft.
falls on Bald MII Creek a nunber of 8 to 12 inch Rai nbow Trout were observed
Downstream from this pool no fish were observed until we reached the 10 ft. and 6
ft. barriers. Fish were seen, the rest of the way downstream except where flow was
subsurface

DI VERSI ONS: Si x diversions were observed. Al were of the punping station type
All appeared to be for irrigational or domestic purposes. Sizes |land |ocation of
di versions are plotted on the attached map. All appeared to be for summer use

W NTER CONDI TI ONS:  Through canyon areas, water |evel has been as nmuch as 7

ft. above present level. 1In the valley water |evel appeared to have been

about 4 - 5 ft. above the present |evel.

TEMPERATURES: Station 1 (at headwaters of Anderson Creek) a.t. 63°F. w.t. 56°F.
Time - 1040 hr Station 2 - (on Bald MIIl Creek 1/3 nile upstreamfrom confl uence
wi th Anderson Creek) a.t. 63°F. wt. 55°F. Tine - 1100 hours. Station 3 - (at
confluence (u/s) of Bald MII Creek) a.t. S4°F. wt. 63°F. Time - 1130 hours.
AQUATI C PLANTS: Abundant al gae growth al ong nost sections of the stream Sone
horsetails, rushes and cattails were al so observed.

FOOD: Food included an abundance of caddisfly |arvae, especially upstream
fromconfluence of Jimry Creek. Mayfly | arvae were al so observed. Average

nunber of organisns per rock was 5-7.

POLLUTI ON: One garbage dunp was noted 100 yards from confl uence of Soda

Creek. No other pollution was noted.

SPRI NGS: Seepage was noted at various points upstream from confluence of Soda
Creek. One spring with an appreciable fl ow was observed about 2/3 mle
upstream from confluence with Jimy Creek. Est. 2.5 c.f.s.

FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS: Species present included stickl ebacks, roach

st eel head and/or rainbow trout, suckers, and squawfi sh. Trout popul ati ons averaged
about 100 - 125 per 100 ft. of stream No fish were observed between the 20 ft.
falls on Bald MII Creek and the 6 ft. falls on Anderson Creek Y mle downstream
fromconfluence of Bald MII| Creek except in the pool formed by the falls on Bald
M1l Creek (which contained 10 - 15 trout 6 - 10 inches |Iong). Popul ations of
trout fromthe 6 ft. falls downstream on Anderson Creek increase from50 - 60
trout per 100 ft. to about 200 trout per 100 ft. around confluence of Jinmmy Creek
From that point downstreamto Robi nson Creek trout popul ations decreased to about
20 trout per 100 ft. Sticklebacks were present in small nunmbers through out the
stream downstreamfromthe 6 ft. falls and averaged 20 per 100 ft. of stream
Roach were observed in steadily increasing nunbers fromthe 6 ft. falls previously
noted to Robi nson Creek. Maxi mum density was 200 roach per 100 ft. of stream

M ni mum density 5 per 100 ft. of stream Average density was 75 per 100 ft.
Squawfi sh were noted in small nunbers downstream from confl uence of Jimry Creek
Maxi mum density 30 - 40 per hundred feet of stream Overall average about 5/100
ft. of stream Suckers were also observed, but |ike the squawfish they were
limted to downstream section and averaged |l ess than 5 per 100 feet of stream

Si ze: Trout - range 1% - 13" -average 2% . Roach - range 1% - 2% - average 2".
Squawfish - rante 3" - 11" - average 4". Sticklebacks - range 1" - 1% - average
1¥2. Suckers - range 2" - 7" - average 3"

OTHER VERTEBRATES: Usual assortnent of anphibians. Several raccoons were
observed hunting along the stream bank. Al so observed were deer and donestic
sheep.

FI SHING I NTENSI TY: Evidence of fishing was al nost nonexistent. One discarded

hook pack was found about 1 mile upstream from confluence of Soda Creek
Information fromlocal residents indicate sonme fishing pressure in the fall.
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OTHER RECREATI ONAL USE: Sone enpty cartridges found al ong streamindi cated

hunti ng pressure. A couple of inner tubes and a very small plastic boat pointed to
sonme use for sw nming downstream from confl uence of Soda Creek.

ACCESSI BI LI TY: Anderson Creek is alnpost conpletely inaccessible fromheadwaters to
1 mle upstream from confluence of Soda Creek. Hi ghway 253 parallels it for about
a mle beginning at a point Yanile upstream from Soda Creek confluence. One jeep
trail parallels Anderson Creek for about a mle, then turns up Jimry Creek.

Anot her jeep trail from Hi ghway 128 past Fruit Lake to a ridge 300 ft. above the
streanbed approximately at the confluence of Bald MII Creek. Downstream from Soda
Creek two dirt roads cross Anderson Creek. Highway 128 crosses the stream about
100 yds. upstream from confl uence of Robi nson Creek.

OMERSHI P: Most of stream section surveyed was in private ownership.

POSTED OR OPEN: Al  land bordering stream was posted, but sone owners

i ndicated that permission to enter would, at times, be given to individuals
who i nqui red.

| MPROVEMENTS: Stream appears to be in good condition. The one | og jam noted on
mai n stream plus a couple of others on tributaries could be renoved. Renopval of
rough fish in downstream section mi ght be desired.

PAST STOCKI NG None known.

GENERAL ESTI MATE: Anderson Creek provides major spawni ng habitat for steel head
runs from the Navarro River. Good nursery habitat is available and no

pol l uti on was noted upstream from confl uence of Soda Creek.

RECOMMVENDED MANAGEMENT: Anderson Creek shoul d be nmanaged for native rai nbows and
for steel head spawni ng and nursery habitat. Sonme control of non-game fishes may be
desired in downstream secti ons.

SKETCH MAP: Map included as a 1% x enlargenent directly fromU S. G S. 15

m nute series of Boonville and Ornbaun quadrants.

REFERENCE: U.S.G S. Maps. 7% and 15" series. Boonville and O nbaun
guadr ant s.

Submitted by: Jim Thonpson



Notes on Tributaries to Anderson Creek - Jim M chael s

Unnanmed Tri butary to Anderson Creek, |ocated approxi mately 300 yards
upstream from the confluence of Anderson Creek with Bald MII Creek. The
stream has no fish value due to it's steep gradient. It contributed

approximately 0.2 c.f.s., (water tenperature 55°F. air tenperature
65°F.) at tine of survey.

Bald MII Creek, |ocated approximtely 5% niles upstream from Hi ghways
253 bridge. Fish have access to approxi mtely 200 yards of stream at
which point a 25 ft. bedrock fall is |located. No fish were observed
above this fall. Approximately 100 yards upstream fromthe confl uence
wi th Anderson Creek, 10 Rai nbow - steel head trout, ranging 5 - 10

i nches, were observed. Bottom was conposed of 75% rubbl e, 15% bedrock,
10% gravel . No steel head spawni ng habitat was observed. Streanside
vegetation was |less than 1% Flow estimted at 1 c.f.s. Basin was V-
shaped, with a nountai nous topography covered with grass. Water
tenperature - 63°F. and air tenperature 72°F.

Second Unnanmed Tributary to Anderson Creek, |ocated approximtely 2 1/2
mles upstream from Hi ghway 253 bridge. Flow was approxi mately 0.5
c.f.s. 1/4 mle upstreamfromthe confluence with Anderson Creek is a 20
ft. high log jam- a barrier to migration. The flow was subsurface for
about 400 feet imrediately upstreamfromthe log jam No fish were
observed upstreamfromthe log jam Renmoval of this barrier would

i ncrease the fish population by maki ng nore of the stream accessible to
steel head. Air tenperature was 70°F.; water tenperature was 73°F.
Bottom - 20% boul ders, 50% rubbl e, 30% gravel. Trout ranged 3/4" - 2
1/2" in length, and occupied the streamin nunbers of approxi mtely 50 -
70 trout per 100 feet of stream
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