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Memorandum |
il ciiond
To : El don Vest al Date : August 11, 1972 o :
Fi sheri es Supervi sor ,Irw !
Region [I11 Vs |
FILZ ‘
From : Departnment of Fish and Gane—Warden K. L. Bain DESTREOY |
FOUUEN TO: |
Subject :  Soda Creek Fish Kill. ‘

e —

You will recall that a fish kill of native rainbow trout occurred on Soda Creek on

or about 5-7-72. Investigation disclosed that the owner of a ranch, which the
stream passes through, killed the fish by depositing a | arge amunt of Copper

Sul phate into the stream | picked up 64 dead adult native trout in the initial
phase of the investigation, and observed many nore which could not be retrieved due
to the depth of the water in which they were Iying. | had observed a short tine

prior to this incident, while on routine patrol of this stream that there had been
a successful hatch of small trout fry in this stream After the introduction of the
toxic material, | was unable to find any fish of the year in the stream what soever
Therefore, | amunable to really cone up with a figure which would be at al
accurate as to the actual nunber of fish which were killed at that tinme. There
are still some live fish in the Iower end of this stream but | have no idea how
many fish survived the kill. | do, however, feel that the Copper Sul phate killed a
significant percentage of the native fish population in this stream which is

| ocated above a high water fall |ocated on the | ower reaches of the streamj ust
above its confluence with Anderson Creek, and therefore is unavail able to steel head
or sal mon.

M. Soyster, the responsible party in this case was successfully
prosecuted and paid a total of $800.00 in fines for his act of negligence. In
additi on, however, the court, on ny recommendati on has issued an order that M.
Soyster purchase at his cost, and have planted according to our reconmendati ons and
satisfaction, trout to replace those which died in this incident. Attached you
will find a copy of the agreenent signed by M. Soyster to plant these fish. I
feel that these fish should be planted in the spring of 1973 when water conditions
are conplinmentary to the planting. The streamis very very low at this tinme and
wi nter runoff should flush any residual copper sul phate which mght still be in the
streamat this tinme. What | feel is needed is to have a qualified fishery
bi ol ogi st survey this streamw th ne and determnmi ne how many and what ki nd and ages
of trout we should have M. Soyster plant in the stream | feel that this survey
shoul d be made prior to the winter season because it would be very difficult to
wal k this stream during high water. I have discussed this case briefly with Phi
Baker by tel ephone so he is sonewhat aware of the situation. I contacted hi mwhen
trying to reach you, but felt that a report to you was necessary in this case.

Pl ease advise nme as to your feelings and desire in this matter. The citizens in
the area are very unhappy with this kill because this streamoffers the only
native, wild trout fishing in this part of the county, and they are anxi ous to have
the fish replaced
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July 7, 1972

M. Huntl ey Soyster
2628 Fil bert Street
San Franci sco, California

Dear M. Soyster: Re: Case No. 2439-C

Game Warden Ken Bain has advised this Court that he has
requested a biologist's report on the nunber and species of trout to
be restocked in Soda Creek. He states, however, that this mght take
alittle tine.

The date of August 3, 1972, at 3:00 p.m has been set for
you to enter a plea in this case. Shoul d you prefer not to appear,
you may sign the statenent below on the attached copy and return it
to this court. Your non-appearance on August 3 will be considered
as a guilty plea, the $800.00 bail will be forfeited, and the case
will be considered cl osed.

I f there should be an adverse report at sone |ater date,
fromthe Departnent of Fish and Gane, you, of course, would be cited
into court to argue why you should not be charged with contenpt.
This court does not anticipate this, however.

Very tyuly j't::‘l::rs )

O_ ot ;K, //ét o

Horar U, Hannix,
Judge

I, Buntlsy Soyster, hersby acree t9 restock the fish
i Soda Tvaek on Hichwey 253, Mendocine County, accordir
to the redommsndations and ihe complete satisfaction
the Uspeftment of Fish englame, /

Date 7 [Z 71111%/’ g‘-ﬁ...a By

ec: F. B ain, Game Uarden
Roby Rosenthal



