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EXTENT OF OBSERVATION - Surveyed on foot by Larry Week on Cctober 22,
1974,

LOCATION - Jack Peters Qulch enters the Pacific Ccean approxinmately

1 mle north of the Gty of Mendoci no.

RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS - Jack Peters Gulch flows directly into the

Vel ocity - Mderate

ocean. The streamhas a mnor contribution on the intertidal area,
beach, etc.

GENERAL DESCRI PTI ON

Wat er shed and Tnmedi at e Drai nhage Basin - Jack Peters Gulch is one of the
smal | er coastal drainages, draining approximtely 1 1/2 square niles of
terrain. The drainage I's heavily wooded with Redwood, fir, ferns and

ot her species associated with a coastal redwood clinax community. Por-
tions of the southern slopes of the stream approximately 1/16 mle
above the mouth to the upper limt of the survey, has been |logged within
the past 4 to 5 years. The western 1/2 of Section 20 has nore recently
been logged. This upper operation involves both sides of the stream
Altitude - Muth-0 ft.: headwaters-440 ft.

G adient - Approximately 175 feet/mle.

Wdth - 2 to 12 feet.

Depth- 1 inch to 3 feet.

Flow - Visual estimate, slightly less than 1 c.f.s.

Bottom - Lower section: 15% bedrock, 5% boul ders, 30% rubble, 15% gravel, 5% sand, 30%silt

and organic debris.
present.

Upper  area:

primarily organic debris and silt with rubble and gravel

Spawni ng_Areas -Spawning area suitable for steelhead is limted to isolated |ocations, nmaking

up less than 10% of the streanbed.

of silt.

Additional. gravel is present but contains heavy deposits

Pools - Approximately 40% of the streamconsists of pools, the remaining area is riffles. The
average pool is 8 feet long by 6 feet wide by 2 feet deep.

Shel ter -

Excel l ent shelter is provided. Undercut banks,

a noderate amount of forest debris,

and under growt h whi ch protrudes intothe stream channel .

Barriers - Several

upper area.

slash piles exist in the streamdue to recent | ogging operations in the
Al though logging barriers were observed at the time, this debris could wth

annual water fluctuation, develop into barriers inpassable to mgrant fish. The Surfwood

damis believed to be a barrier to the upstreammgration of steel head.

Doversions - approxi rrateldyd_ZOO yards upstreamfromthe Hghway | Bridge crossing. A1 1/2 inch
|

plastic pipe was observe :
purposes on the south side of the drainage.
Water froma location within the SW1/4 of the NW1/4 of Section 20,

The diversion was assumed to be for domestic
Sur fwood Estates diverts
17N, R1I7TW MNDB&M

verfing water.
A di versi on dam owned b
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Jack Peters Qulch
Mendoci no County

Station Data - Physical data recorded near the nouth of Jack Peters Qulch: water tenpera-
fure-48 F air tenperature-54 F, weather-overcast, time-11:55 a.m, flowest. 1 c.f.s.
Food - Not assessed; mayfly and stonefly |arvae were present.

Aguatic Plants - Some small pockets of sedges. Al gae was present but in very small quanti-
thes.

Wnter Conditions - The stream appears to raise about 3 feet above the present summer |evel
Pollution - Extensive siltation from upstream |ogging activities was noted during the survey.
The silt bedl oad appeared to be moving fromthe headwater into the lower parts of the stream
A seepage | ocated on the north bank near the nouth smelled of sewage. This may be a leachate
from upsl ope residential septic tanks.

Springs A fewsmll springs were observed within the surveyed area

FI SHES PRESENT AND SUGCESS - Juvenil e steel head trout were observed throughout the |ower por-
tion of the stream These fish ranged from3 to 6 inches in length, with nost about 4 inches.
They occurred at a rate of approximately 10 per 100 feet of stream No conpeting species
were observed. No fish were observed in the upper area.

OTHER VERTEBRATES - None observed

ACCESSIBILITY - The extensive dense vegetation on adjacent slopes limts access. Access to
the mouth fromthe Hw 1 right-of-way. Some private access within Surfwood Estates on the
north side. Private [ogging road provides access in the headwater

OMERSH P - Private.

- Wth exception of the mouth at Hwy 1 Bridge, access is posted against trespass
| MPROVEMENTS- None obser ved.

PAST STOCKING - None on file.

CGENERAL ESTI MATE - Jack Peters Gulch provides spawning and rearing habitat for a small pop-
uration of steelhead. Limting: factors include: (1) |ow summer streanflow, (2) heavy
anounts of silt noving downstream fromthe headwater; (3) the dam owned by the surfwood
Estates people is believed to restrict steel head frommgrating into the headwater area

for spawning purposes. Stream assets include exceptionally good shelter and a vegetative
canopy. Tenperatures are al so good.

RECOMVENDED MANAGEMENT - Manage the streamto retain the steel head runs. Enphasize the
followng: (1) maintain maxi mum summer flows for nursery habitat; (2) nmodify the Surfwood
damto facilitate steelhead mgration into the headwaters; (3) renove extensive |og janms
where barriers to fish passage could devel op; (4) enforce 1602-03 regul ations pertaining

to | oggi ng operations.

References - USGS. 7 1/2 mnute series (Mendocino Quad) 1960 series.

Larry Week

Juni or Aquatic Biol ogi st
Region I11

Vel don Jones
Assi stant Fishery Biologist
Region |1
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