FI ELD NOTE

Nane_M tchel |l Creek County _Mendoci no

Stream I dentification - Muth: T 18N, R 18W Sec. 25; Mtchell Creek flows into
the Pacific Ocean 3.25 mles south of Fort Bragg on Hi ghway #1 which crosses
Mtchell Creek by a 10 ft. concrete culvert. Imediately northeast of this
crossing Pearl Drive joins with H ghway #1 and i medi ately sout heast of this
crossing Pine Beach Inn is |ocated.

General Description of First 1.5 mles from Muth -

1. Stream fl ow

Summer at mouth 2.5 c.f.s.; velocity rapid; winter level 2' - 3' above
sumer's; gradient of flow for first 1.5 mles 133 ft./nile.

2. Diversions
C. Davina has permit to withdraw 1000 gal ./day at nouth.

3. Streanbed
Fi ne rubbl e 20% coarse gravel 25% fine gravel 15% sand 10% nud 30%
10 ft. wi de channel; spawning gravel 3' w de, 15% of w nter bed (3,564

sq. ft.).

4. Drainage Basin

Steep 60° sl oped V-shaped canyon; extrenely thick streansi de vegetation

(red al der, blackberry, poison oak, bracken fern, nettle conmon). Barely
passabl e for survey and would require path cutting for crew, no current

| oggi ng. Logged 7 or 3 yrs. ago.

5. Water Quality

Tenperature at nmouth: 1,015, 3/31/66: air-57°, water-54°; weather-heavy
fog, wind 7 mp.h.

Some indication of pollution: detergent favor and murki ness of water.

6. Food

Confined to relatively scarce riffle areas. Type: caddis fly larvae (Ochrotrichia
and Li mephilus), stone fly nynph, and may fly nynph. Al abundant in riffle
ar eas.
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7. Barriers

25 log jans which include the follow ng | arge jans:
#13 (30'L, 24" W 10' H),
#16 (42'L, 36" W 8 H),
#19 (12'L, 12 W 8' H),
#20 (42'L, 15" W 8' H).

Because of the narrow canyon and culvert at the nouth, these jans
could not be rempved by floating. On the other hand, because of
the confinenent of the stream channel between narrow canyon walls,
100" high, 60° slopes, the debris could not be removed above high
wat er mark.

8. Ownership

Previously owned largely by Mtchell, but now divided into
small lots (50 owners).

9. Fish Popul ation

a. Silver Sal nobn and Steel head

The followi ng parr were netted, identified, and exani ned before
rel ease in representative sanpl es:

Si ze
Act ual count Range Aver age Condi tions
Sal non 10 2" - 21/2" 21/4' Good growt h vari abl e
St eel head 9 11/2"-4" 2" in growth

Tot al 19

b. O her Fish Netted and |Identified - None

The streamis currently producing an estimted 100 silver sal non
and 90 Steel head. There are reports of "trout" being caught bel ow
Mtchell Drive.

10. Access

To Mouth: By Pine Beach Inn road, imediately south of H ghway #1
crossing of Mtchell Creek.

To stream Above Highway #1: By Pearl Drive, which joins H ghway #1
i medi ately north of Hi ghway #1 crossing of Mtchell Creek.
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General Estimates - Mtchell Creek has negligible spawning and nursery val ue

for

silver sal nbn and steel head. Renpval of barriers not warranted.

Reasons for No Restorative Val ue

1

2.

Current silver salnmon and steel head popul ati ons are negligible.

Narrow, insignificant influence into ocean woul d handicap attenpts
to increase popul ation.

Rel ati vely, uninportant anpunts of spawning gravel.
Stream size relatively small and insignificant.

Extrenely high cost of clearance of barriers is not justified by
t he value of the stream

Adj acent | and is being devel oped into a sunmer hone — residentia
area, which will increase problens of pollution, poaching, and
wat er denands.

Sources of Information

1

2.

3.

Observation of stream and area
Manager of Pine Beach Inn.

North Coast Real Estate, 120 S. Main, Fort Bragg.

Edward R. J. Prinbs



