CALIFORNIADEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
STREAM SURVEY FILE FORM Na

NAME _Hare ..Cree,Iz e _COUNTY...Mendocino _

STREAM SECTI ON Htire....FRM.....Muh............___ T0.__Headwaters
TRIBUTARY TO Not a tributary: flows into ocean Twp. 188 __R._18H__ Sec 13

OH'E? |\W\ES Not known Riven SYsTEM. Hare Cree
SOURCES OF DATA Personal observation and personal interview wth |ocal

srmmorosmavation | EYTENT (F OBSERVATION Hare Greek surveyed on foot from mouth on shore of
A TIoN o orues warmas | Pacific (cean to a point in the headwaters area marked by a 50' |ong z:

GENERAL DRSCRIFTION dtlapidated bridge over Hare Qeek, parallel wth the stream a tqi:f

Lassaedists Desinsge distance of 8 mles, including .2 nmile up Covington Qich, on 9 Septemt
Grdics 57 1965, by EBJ. Prims, - |
D e LOCATION: Hare Qeek flows into the Pacific Ccean at the bridge crossing
Yolecicy of Hare Creek by Highway No. 1, 1.5 mles south of the city limts of
Spevaing Arow Fort Bragg. The bridge is identified by the road sign "Sergeant Emi |
Shaliee H.  Evenson, Menorial Bridge, Hare QOeek".

Diversons RELATION TO OTHER WATERS. Provides five mles of excellent spawning
Pood e .| grounds and 5.7 mles of fair nursery grounds for SS and SE inmediately
Wiscer Conditions adjacent to ocean waters.

D CENERAL _ DESOR PTI QN _ o |

THRR VERTRARATRS ~ VWtershed and Immediate Drainage Basin-Size: 5.2 square mles; Hare Oeek
¢ISHING INTENSITY o . : ;

OTHER RECREATIONAL USS flows from numerous springs along its entire course and from a slope of
m~ the elevation near the intersection of the Fort Bragg-Wllets Road with
IMPROVEMENTS Little Lake goad; the direction of flow is approxinately northwest; no
CINIIAL EeTIUATR current “ I"oggl ng; logged extensively 20 or 30 years ago; a 50° - 60° slope
"m““““SANDMAps narrow "U" shaped valley at mouth, 100' wide, gradually parallels to a

60° - 75° sloped "V' shaped canyon, 10' wde at headwaters;, stream banks
are share, in sized, 2° to 14 high, stream shade 80° from trees and narrow canyon affect;
red alder domnant al ong stream banks wth redwood extensive on slopes; red berry elder and
tan bark oak also common along stream with black berry, thistle, nettle, yellow mats, sword
fern, lace fern as surface coverage; poison oak very abundant in headwater area.
Altitude-A nouth-sealevel, at upper fish value-680".
Gadient-61' per mle to upper fish value.
Wdth-Average 12° with a range of 3 to 30'.

h - Aeage 1' wth range from 2 inches or nore.
Flow|.5 cfs at mouth; 2.0 cfs at end of Valley Road; 1.0 cfs at Covington Qulch; .1 at upper
cfs and upper fish value.
Velocity-Slow to noderately rapid.
Bottom Section 1 (from nouth to first railroad trestle) sand 100 per cent. Section 2 (from
first railroad trestle to upper fish value) coarse gravel 50 per cent, fine gravel 50 per
cent with exception of [/2 mle of rough bottom near Noyo Hill (see attached map) in which
there are these porportions: bedrock 30 per cent, boulders 10 per cent, course rubble 40
per cent, fine rubble 20 per cent.
Spawni ng Areas-Section 1 (from mouth to first railroad trestle) negligible. Section 2 (from
first railroad trestle to Bunker Qich) 30 per cent of wnterbed (61,416 square feet).
Section 3 (from Bunker Qilch to upper fish value) 40 per cent of wnter bed (8,000 square feet
ools- 70 per cent of summer flow cawed by numerous log jans, digging action of current,
and gravel deposits.
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Shel ter-Adequate from logs, overhanging vegetation, undercut banks, deep pools.
Barriers-Partial barriers (1) 50 log jans, the largest of which are located below
Qovington  Q@ilch. & these, nmany were initiated by old railroad trestles, serving
as anchoring structures. The abnornally large jans are these (see attached map for
location). MNo. 10: 75 feet long, 24 feet wide, 10 feet high. No. 11: 100" |ong,
15" wide 16' high. MN. |5 20" long, 20 wde, 12° high. No. 18 100" [ong,
50" wide, 10° high and No. 19: 65 long, 24 wde, 8 high. Wile these dans are
only partial they undoubtedly bar large nunber of fish.
Dversions - No. 1. 8 Fntake pipe to large permanent punp .7 mle from nouth a point
100 below Noyo Mchine Shop, which is located at Fort Bragg-WIlits Road. Road to
punp adjoins the Fort Bragg-Wllits Road 50' east of the nachine shop. Punp owied and
operated by Union Lunber GConpany, Fort Bragg. No. 2. \Wll at streanbed at nouth for
domesticuse. No. 3: Wl on streanbed near Union Lunber Conpany punp for donestic
we. My be owed by Don Babcock.
Tenperatures-maxi mum at bridge at nmouth at 7:30 at 9 Septenber, 1965 - water 54°F,
air 55°F; weather-clear, calm altitude - sea |evel.
Food-Only caddis fly larve in riffle areas observed: 30 per square foot: the scarcity
of riffle areas does not favor the deposition of insect eggs in streans.
Aguatic plants-\Mter cress in area near nmouth; noss and liverworts generally.
Wnter Conditions-Natural signs of 4 to 5 above summer |evel.
Pollution-Gazing of Sheep near nouth.
Sorings - Hre Qeek originates of nunerous springs along the entire course and at
headwaters (see attached map for |ocation).
FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS:
A Section 1 - From nouth to gulch

SS (Size: 2% to 4", average 3") 120 per 100 feet.

SH (Sze: 1% to 3", average 2') 30 per 100 feet.

Three spined stickleback (Sze: 2" one caught).

B. Section 2 - From Bunker Qilch to upper fish value
SS 8 per 100
SH 2 per 100° of 47 fish caught and positively numerated and identified, 38 were
silver salmon, 8 were steelhead, and one was stickleback. The low Bunker Qilch
the SS and SH were of normal size and vigorous; above Bunker Qilch, in area of
primarily spawning value, the parr for abnornally small, probably from scarcity of
food and cold water tenperatures.
OHER  VERTEBRATES:.  Frogs.
FI SH NG INTENSITY: None known.
OTHER RECREATI ONAL USE: MNot  known.
ACCESSIBILITY:  No. 1 - Accessible at nmouth by Hghway No. 1 at the bridge crossing
of Hare Oreek by Hghway No. 1 - 1.5 nmiles south of the city limts of Fort Bragg to
accessible by a road along stream for a distance of 1.1 mles from Udion Lunber Conpany
punp (Noyo Machine Shop), .7 mle upstream from mouth at log jam No. 7,to a point 1.8
mles at mouth at log jam No. 13 This road nmay be entered through a gate which is
50' east of the MNoyo Machine Shop on the Fort-Bragg-WIlits Road. For passage along
the stream the chain saw to cut a tree or two is necessary. No. 3 - Accessible at
area of Covington Qilch by road which it joins at Fort Bragg-Wllits road 100 vyards
east of Thonson's Land Mark, the Shell Service Sation on the Fort Bragg-WIlits Road.
This road termnates at a landing on Covington Qlch Ceek, but if a nmound of soil at
end of landing is removed, the logging road to Hare Ceek is available. No. 4 - Accesible
at mouth of Bunker Qeek by Dvision of Forestry Road, which is on Noyo HII. A large
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iron bar and gate marks the entrance to this road. Sindell of Division of Forestry,
Fort Bragg, has the key.

OMERSH P The State of California has the Jackson State Forest, except for the first
1.7 mles from nouth.

POSTED (R GPEN open.

MPROVEMENTS: Renoval of 50 log jams from nouth to the 50' long dilapidated bridge over
Hare Creek, Parallel with the stream a total distance of clearance of 7.8 mles.
PAST STOCKI NG Unknown.

(ENERAL ESTIMATE: Hare Qeek is au excellent spawiing ground for silver salnon and e
steelhead, as evidence from the large current population utilizing the stream as a e
nursery inspite of the alnost inpassible logging debris in this stream bed. However,
the stream is only fair as a nursery because of the limtations available food. n

the other hand, the available population, except for those above the Bunker Qilch, ,
is generally vigorous and about of normal size,the cold water tenperatures contributing
to the lower food requirenents by reducing the rate of metabolism

But removal of the log jams would undoubtedly reduce an unfavorable ratial and

increase riffle areas and thus invite future deposition insect eggs, as well as

give access to the stream to a great nunber of adults now incapable of reaching

the spawning area.

RECOMVENDED VANAGEMENT: Hare Qeek should be managed for silver salnon and steel head
spawning and nursery. The 50 log jams deliniated under inprovements above should

be renoved to inprove fish access to and traffic in the stream and to increase

ratial of riffle. area.

SKETCH MAP. See attached.

REFERENCES AND MAPS. (1) USGS (Fort Bragg-1960) 7% mnute series. No 2 - USGS (Conptche,
1960) 15 minute series (3) Dvision of Forestry Map, Mendocino Ranger Unit (1950).

ERJ. Prinbs/ls
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