CALI FORNI A DEPARTMENT OF FI SH AND GAME

STREAM SURVEY FILE FORM NO. .
NAME. . ...... PIGPEN GULCH cowry,.. Mendocino
STREAM SECTION............... FRom...MOUth Toextrenme headwaters gy . 1:3/4
TRIBUTARY TO.... ... Blg Rver . LN g 1AW o 19
OTHER NAMES. . .. unknovvn .................................................. RI VER SYSTEM . Bl g RI Ver ........
SORCES OF DaTA ... PETSONal observations
EXTENT OF OBSERVATION EXTENT OF OBSERVATION - This tribut ary was wal ked out fromthe nouth
Locaqice NameofSurveyor,ate.Ete. | t 0 t he headwaters a distance of 1 1/2 miles on 5-29-59 by S. N. Nye.
RELATION TO OTHER WATERS LOCATION- This tributary heads approx. 2 1/2 nmiles south of Two Rock
GE%EQ?;EEES?R'PT'O'_\' | ookout and flows south to enter Big River one nmile west of Martin Cr.
e tF onagy 29 Basin RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS - This streamis a minor spawning tributary to
Sradient the headwaters of the main branch of Big River.
Width
gﬁ%mw) GENERAL DESCRI PTI ON - Watershed and | mredi at e Drai nage Basin -
velocity This tributary is located in a rugged nount ai nous redwood, Douglas fir
Spawning Areas drai nage. The stream flows through a relatively small dens el —wooded
Shelter | odged over forest. The forest contains redwod, Douglas fir, nmdrone,
Diversions oak, willow, bay and chaparral
Rood crauures Al titude - Unknown.
Winger Conditions G adient - Mdderate in |ower and middle section becoming steep in the
Eoringe headwat ers secti on.
FISHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS Depth - Average 2 inches - (1-2 in.).
ACCESSIBILITY Fl ow - " .16 cfs (5 gpmto .18 cfs)
POSTED OR OPEN Vel ocity - " rapid. .
PAST STOCKING Bott om - " small -gravel, silt, sand, rubble and bedrock
R AGEMENT Spawni ng Areas - poor throughout (no desirable spawning areas in upper
BT AND MAPS hea?waters section ; fair to poor spawning areas in middle and |ower
section.

Pool s - Good devel opnent. Abundant. Average 3' x 5 x 1 ft. consisting of bedrock
undercut banks, fallen |Iogs and jans.

Shelter - Abundant in the formof riparian growh, heavy horsetail and undercut banks.
Barriers - See attached.

Di versi ons - Not observed.

Tenperatures - Average 59° (55-63).

Food - Caddis fly, mayfly, stonefly, dipthera and other unidentified insects appearing
to be abundant.

Aquatic Plants - Not observed.

W nter Conditions - Appear to be nild and subject to nornmal heavy wi nter fluctuating
runof f. Average bank 15' wi de and 5 deep

Pollution - Only heavy poor |ogging practice observed.

Springs - Comon throughout niddle section

FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS - Only one 2-inch rainbow trout-steel head observed bel ow
jam and barrier No 29. considered to be of no success.

Ot her Vertebrates - Frogs, snakes and deer abundant. Sal ananders appear to be few in
nunmber .

FI SHI NG | NTENSI TY - Unknown.

OTHER RECREATI ONAL USE - Unknown.

ACCESSIBILITY - This streamis accessible by driving 13.3 niles on a narrow, w nding
narrow, steep, dirt road on Redwood Products Road through two | ocked gates to the upper




p 2 PI G PEN GULCH
Mendoci no County

creek crossing fromH ghway 20, 5.2 mles west of WIlits. An alternate route
is to travel 15.9 mles Hi ghway 101 south of WIllits out the Baechel Creek Rd.
via Welch & Wel ch Road, via Martin Creek Road to | ower creek crossing .

Three | ocked gates nust be passed through on this alternate route.

OMNERSHI P- Frank Wl lianms and the Redwood Products (WIlits).

POSTED OR OPEN - Locked gates are on the access road. The | ocks on the gates
belong to Welch & Welch. Jack Lewi s and the Redwood Products Co.

| MPROVEMENTS - None observed.

PAST STOCKI NG - Unknown.

CENERAL ESTI MATE - This stream at present is in poor condition due to poor

| oggi ng practices of past |ogging operations. Due to two barriers and | ack of
spawni ng gravel caused by heavy siltation, this streamis not used by
anadronmous fishes at present.

RECOMVENDED MANAGEMENT - It is questionable if this streamis of great enough
value to renove the | ogging debris and return it to a spawning and nursery ground
for anadronous fishes. Conbination of |ogging damages and | ow fl ow raise the
question in this reasoning. Probably the cost of
rehabilitation of this streamrelation to the nunmber of fishes that would use
this stream would require sone anmobunt of reasoning before the debris renopving was
undert aken.

SKETCH MAP - See attached.

REFERENCES AND MAPS - Personal observations and California Division of
Forestry 1948 Mendoci no County south half nap.

JOHN S. DAY/ S. NYE: cd
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