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Fi rst hand Cbservati on

Ext ent of Observati on:

Stream wal ked for 2 nmiles by Any Newby and Ti ngl ey
Wangno.

Locati on:
7.4 mles east on Hw 20 to Road 500 which wi nds 3
mles south to Berry Gulch, and then by foot down
North Fork Big River Co East Branch nouth.

Relation to O her Waters:

Part of Big River watershed supplying approx. 1.4
CFS to North Fork Big River.

General Desription:

From the nouth the stream passed through a V-shaped
canyon for about 1 mle, at tines with 50 ft. cliffs
on a side. There were nunerous | andslides comng from
| ogging sites and roads (old). Approximately 1-3/4
nmle upstream a grassy narshl and devel ops and anot her
about 2 Y4, mi. upstream A general mixed evergreen
forest largely made up of Redwood, Douglas Fir, G and
Fir, Oak, and Madrone. The canopy was heavy to
noder at e except for grassy marshl ands which only had
hi gh grass banks form ng some |ight cover on the
stream

Al titude:

From 200 ft. at mouth to 400 ft. at head.
G adi ent :

100 ft/mle
W dt h:

Averaged 3 ft. to 4 ft, spreading out sporadically.
Dept h:

F

Aver aged 8 inches.
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Fl ow:
One half mle frommuth 1.4 CFS; 1 1/2 mi. up, 1.2 CFS.
Bottom
Excellent quality gravel for spawning in the first mle upstreamthen increasing
quantities of silt along with nore log jams and railroad tressels with smaller

gravel generally.

Spawni ng Ar eas:

Pool s and good quality gravel in first 1 mle section for spawning.
Pool's:
80% pools, some up to 4 ft. deep nore often 2 ft. deep
Shel ter:
Nurer ous | ogs, pools, boul ders.
Barriers:
Noted 8 main log jans. Log jam//1-4 had |inited passage. Log jam//5 was
passable at present with a large silt and sand build up with the jam diverting
the streaminto bank which can easily cause major bl ockage at 3/4 mi. upstream
Log jans //6 and 7 occur at 50 yds. and 200 yds. further upstreamw th sone
hill side erosion and bank col |l apse and quantities of debris with [inmted passage.
Log jam//8 at 1-3/4 m . upstream after marsh areas. It is inpassable at present
wat er | evel (approx. 1.2 CFS) but possibly passable at high water. There are
many snaller jans of |ogs and debs."*.;' on upper stream sonetines every 100 ft.
Di versi ons:
Two grassy swanpl ands each about 250 yds. long and up to 75 yds. wi de cause
stream di version. Several have dried up since high water season, several are

still running.

Tenper at ure:

Station A 49°F at nmouth; 50°F 2 miles upstream station B
Food:
Some insects, a few |arvae under rock

Aquatic Pl ants:

Wat er grasses, sone al gae.
Pol | uti ons:

Mainly | og debris.
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Fi shes:

At the pool in the nouth of East Branch there were several 3" to 4" fish
spotted. One was also spotted in a pool 1 nile upstream

O her Vertebrates:

Evi dence of deer

Accessi bility:

This tributary only accessible by foot.
Owner shi p:
California Dept. of Forestry

| nprovenent s:

None not ed.

Past St ocki ng:

Unknown.

General Esti mate:

Lower 1 1/2 miles of stream suitable for sal nbn spawni ng grounds, perhaps even
further if silt conditions inprove.

Recommrended Managenent :

Since the gravel was suitable for sal non spawning for the first section of the
stream cl earance of some of the mmjor debris in log jans #1 through #5 woul d be
advi sabl e. Special attention need be taken with the |oosening of of silt from
hill side erosion however, as the |ower part of the stream was generally nore clear
of silt and sand than the upper section (past the Railroad tressels).

Sket ch Map:
Attached
Ref er ences:

USGS map, Conptche Quadrangl e V795



