VA SILIMA QUNYLEIL FILE FORM No..

NAME.............oennn BUNKER GULCH CREEK ... COUNTY ........MENDOCINO_ . . . . . . . . . .
Stream SECTIONEntire.. From........Maouth. To. .. Headwater... .... LEeNaTH.2 miles
TRIBUTARY TO. . . . . HARE CREEK ... ... .. ... ... .Twp. 18 N. .R .17 W..Sec.27....
Otuer Names. . Unknown .. . . . .. . . River System. Hare Creek
SOURCES OF DATA, Personal........observation
EXTENT OF OBSERVATION EXTENT OF OBSERVATION - On 9/9/65 Cerald Holman wal ked from nmouth up-
Lolde Name of Surveyor, DateEte. | stream to the upper fisheries linmt--a distance of approximately 2
AELATION TO OTHER WATEAS mles. This upper fisheries limt is defined as being a dirt road
GENERAL DESCRIPTION . .
Watershed ) crossing in the northeast one quarter of the northeast one quarter,
Immediste Drainsge Basia .
Altisuds (Ruage) Section 26. _ _ _
Widih LOCATION - This streamis |located approximately 6 mles southeast of
55":“(‘;....» Fort Bragg. . _ _ _
?::?.;‘T:.A.... (F;ELAIIG\I TO OTHER WATERS - This streamis a major tributary to Hare
Pools eek.
Biren GENERAL DESCRI PTI ON -
Temperacures Wt ershed and Innediate Drainage Basin - This streamis a typical
Pood " : o .
Aquusic Pluats north coastal stream It is confined in a U shped canyon, canopied
Pollvtion densely with second growth redwood and Douglas fir forests. It has
FISHESPRESENT AND SUCCESS sandy |oamtype soil. _ _ o
FISHINGINTENSITY Altitude - At mouth 200 feet, at upper fisheries limt 400 feet. .
oACCESSIBILITY Gadient - The gradient on this streamis fairly slight, being approxi-
POSTED CROPEN mately 100 feet per nile.
PAST STOCKING Wdth - Ranged 1 foot to ten feet, average 3 feet.
RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT Depth - Ranged 2 inches to 4 feet, average 4 inches.
REFERENCES AND MAPS Flow - At nouth |/2 cfs. estinmated.
Velocity - Slow throughout.
Bottom - In the lower I/3 mle some bedrock present, but the remainder of the stream mostly

fine gravel, sand and silt.

Spawning Areas - Except for the lower /3 mle which is dom nately bedrock, spawning areas
are present throughout the 2 mles. In the [ower 1 mle of stream much of the gravels are
covered with silt and conpacted, eroded from the newy constructed Bunker Qulch California
Division of Forestry road.

=Pool s Smal | pool s cover approxinmately 50 per cent of the stream throughout the area
surveyed.

Shelter - Abundant, |ogs, cut banks and rocks.

Barriers - There exists a bedrock falls approximtely 4 feet high one quarter nile above the
mouth. It is doubted that this is a barrier to upstream silver salnon and steel head, but

m ght sl ow them down during |ow winter flow periods. There also exists 18 small log jans,
most of which cannot be considered barriers to fishlife. (See attached barrier map).
Diversions - There exists two donmestic supply punps--one an inch and a half and the other one
inch in the northeast one quarter of the northeast one quarter of Section 26, near State

H ghway 20.

Tenperatures - At 1200 on 9/9/65 the water tenperature was 50 degrees Farenheit; air tenperature
64 degrees Farenheit; weather clear.

Food - Aquatic insect life was very scarce throughout stream This condition night be the
factor in the low fish production of this stream

Aguatic Plants - Scarce, some al gae.

Wiater Conditions - Although this stream has a stable watershed, heavy erosion can be anticipated
fromthe newWy constructed California Division of Forestry Bunker Gulch Road.  Maxi num hi gh
flows during the winter approxinmately 4 feet.
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Pol | ution - None observed except erosion from the Bunker Gulch road.

Springs - Only two small springs observed in headwater section.

FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS - In general, this stream can be considered a very poor silver
salnon and steel head nursery spawning and nursery stream A few silver salnon were noted
in the lower one quarter mle of the stream The next nile of streamwas al nost void of
fishlife. In the headwater section, a few resident-type RT-SH were noted. The few
juvenile fish noted in the | ower one quarter mle of the streamwere small (:12 and in
very thin condition. Lack of aquatic insect life mght be the major contributing factor
of the | ow fish population in the stream

OTHER VERTEBRATES - Sal amanders and red-1egged frogs.

FISHING I NTENSITY - Unknown, probably light.

OTHER RECREATI ONAL _USE - Probably sone deer hunting.

ACCESSI BILITY - This stream can be reached from H ghway 20 via the Bunker Gulch California
Division of Forestry logging road. This road is |ocked near Hghway 20. A key can be ob-
tained fromthe Division of Forestry in Fort Bragg. The headwater section can be reached
fromthe small dirt logging road that |eaves H ghway 20 in the northwest one quarter of
the northwest one quarter, Section 25.

OMERSH P - Wth the exception of one small quarter section in the headwaters which is
privately owned, this streamis located within Jackson State Forest.

POSTED OR OPEN - Open.

| MPROVEMENTS - Unknown.

PAST STOCKI NG - Unknown.

(ENERAL _ESTI MATE - This streamis a poor silver salmon and steel head spawni ng and nursery
sstream Perhaps spawning takes place in the stream but because of the absence of aquatic
insect food, very few fish are able to live in the stream

RECOVWWENDED MANAGEMENT - Fi sh production mght be inproved on this streamby the renoval
of the log jam allowing increased velocities to renove the sand and silt. Because of the
poor aquatic insect condition, removal of some of the streanside cover to allow nore sun-
light mght increase food production.

SKETCH MAP - See attached.

REFERENCES AND MAP - U. S. G S. Conptche, California, 1960, 15 mnute series.

Ceral d Hol man
Fi sheries Manager |
Region 3
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